[Distribution of serovars of Chlamydia trachomatis isolates in Japan].
To study the serovar distribution of C. trachomatis in Japan, a total of 85 genital C. trachomatis isolates from male and female patients attending the clinics were examined by the microimmunofluorescence test using immune sera of the isolates produced in mice. Of these isolates, 34 (40.0%) were typed D or E, and 19 (22.4%) were typed G or F. The serovars of the remaining 32 isolates were B, H, I, J, and K, and the proportions of these serovars were from 8.2 to 3.5%. Thus, two thirds of C. trachomatis isolates in this country were found to fall into only four serovars, namely, D, E, G, and F, and, therefore, the epidemiology of C. trachomatis infection in Japan seems to be similar to that of other countries in North America and Europe. The relative distribution of serovars of C. trachomatis isolates from male patients and female patients somewhat differed. Serovars D, E, and G, F were isolated in the same ratio from male patients, while the isolation ratio of the former serovars was three times or more higher than the latter serovars in female patients. No isolate typed serovar K was found in male patients, while 15% of isolates from female patients were typed this serovar.